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Why should there be a French-Swedish seminar on energy transition and climate 

change? 
 
France and Sweden share a common ambition of a more sustainable and less 
carbon intensive energy-mix in the long run. At the national level, France has 
confirmed its opposition to shale gas exploration and extraction, and has set the 
objective of reducing by 75 % its carbon emissions by 2050. France also aims to reduce 
the share of nuclear energy in electricity production from the current 75 % to 50 % by 
2025. From its side, Sweden has committed in 2010, as part of its new energy strategy, 
to neutralize carbon emissions by 2050 and to change its vehicle fleet and heating 
systems to make them independent from fossil energy by respectively 2030 and 2020. 
In this respect, both France and Sweden play an active role in international fora. 
France will host the COP 21 summit in 2015, with the objective of a global agreement 
that would be binding. Sweden has a long tradition of commitment to environmental 
issues, both as the host of the first Earth summit in 1972 and as an active player in the 
global debate. 
 
France and Sweden face similar challenges regarding their common national 
energy transition objectives. On the one hand, both countries’ common objective to 
decrease carbon emissions calls for an increasing share of electricity as a source of 
energy. On the other hand, in both countries, electricity production currently relies 
mostly on two production streams with limited spare capacity: hydro-power production 
(11.8 % of electricity production in France and 48.1 % in Sweden) and nuclear power 
production (74.8% in France and 37.8 % in Sweden). Increasing production from 
alternative sources and improving energy efficiency raise a number of difficulties in 
terms of financing, of public policies and of technology. 
 
Increased cooperation could benefit both countries. Each country has separately 
developed a range of solutions regarding energy production: wind turbine fields, sea 
based energy, biocarburants, waste-to-energy production; and the same apply for 
energy efficiency : electric vehicles, eco-construction, smartgrids, better roads. In fact, 
both countries host prominent businesses in these sectors: EDF, Vattenfall, Alstom, 
Areva, ABB, Schneider Electric, Saint-Gobain…There is a scope for increased 
collaboration that would be mutually beneficial, notably through technical and scientific 
cooperation, experience sharing for public policies, and through business linkages. In 
particular, Sweden could benefit from the expertise of French company on eco-mobility, 
nuclear safety, eco-construction or renewable energy. France in turn could benefit from 
insight on the green city or renewable energy. 
 
In conclusion, the overall objective of the event is an increased cooperation 
between France and Sweden (i) at the political level, to support together, in 
international fora, our shared ambition of a less-carbon more sustainable global energy 
mix, (ii) at the scientific and technical level, to enhance the development of relevant 
technology to face our common challenge, and (iii) at the business level, to take full 
advantage of our companies expertise.  
 


