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French strategy for energy transition  

The 2013 Environment Conference implements the energy transition in France 

On September 20
th
 and 21

st
 2013, the French Government hold its second Environmental 

Conference that gathered more than 500 participants (NGOs, national and local authorities, 

administrations, congressmen, enterprises, unions, etc.). The conference was opened by President 

François Hollande and thirteen ministers were involved. The 2013 Environmental Conference builds 

on the results of the 2012 Environmental Conference and of the "Grenelle Environment Round Table" 

instigated by the former President, Nicolas Sarkozy.  

The outcome of the 2013 Environment conference is promising. In its closing speech, Prime Minister 

Jean-Marc Ayrault underlined three actions already implemented by the French Government: (i) tax 

and financing incentives for house renovation to make them more energy-efficient (1 bn euros yearly); 

(ii) strong Government’s support to R&D focusing on low carbon and energy efficient transport; (iii) 

new incentives for renewable energy (4 bn euros yearly). 

Prime Minister Jean-Marc Ayrault also announced new measures that aim at accelerating the energy 

transition, notably the creation of specific taxes on nuclear energy and on fossil energy (new 

carbon tax) , that are already included in the draft budget for 2014. On this basis, Minister Philippe 

Martin will present in 2014 a far-reaching law that will implement the energy transition.  

France has strong commitment to energy efficiency and low carbon emission 

Nuclear energy’s share in electricity production is to decline from the current 75 % level to 

50 % by 2025. The Fessenheim nuclear plant in eastern France will close by the end of 2016. A new 

EPR reactor is currently being built by EDF at Flamanville.  

Carbon and GHG emissions are set to decline swiftly. France committed to reduce by 75 % its CO2 

emissions by 2050.  GHG emissions in the transport sector should come down to 1990 levels by 2020. 

President Hollande has announced last September that France will cut its use of fossil fuels by 30 % 

by 2030 and by half by 2050. France’s constitutional court has confirmed the ban on shale gas 

exploration and exploitation at the national level. 

France set high investment to promote renewable energy and energy efficiency.  Under the 

Renewable Energy Directive, France has set the goal of achieving 23 % of renewable energy sources 

in total consumption in 2020, from 13 % in 2011. Today, France is the European market leader for 

electric vehicles with 35% of the registrations in Europe ahead of Norway (15 %) and Germany (13 

%). 105 000 subscribers in the City of Paris share 2 000 electric cars with 4 000 charging points. The 

development of cars consuming less than 2 litres per 100km have been announced by the Government. 

France will invest 100 bn euros for ecomobility and transport by 2030. 

France support energy transition in international fora 

At the international level, France will host the COP 21 summit in 2015 in Paris. The objective of a 

new global binding agreement after Kyoto ranks high in Government’s agenda. As it was highlighted 

during the European Council of May 2013, France would like to achieve a political agreement on a 

new European climate policy for 2030 will be reached during the EU Environment council in March 

2014. France is in favour of a strong EU commitment to a unilateral GHG emission reduction target of 

40% by 2030 and 60 % by 2040 compared with 1990 levels. This position would reinforce the 

leadership role of the EU in climate change negotiations. 


